
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Lord, Increase Our Faith
Which Overflows with Gratitude

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 9, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Gratitude is the appreciation and thankfulness we feel when someone 
does something kind to us or for us. There are two key factors that 
influence the intensity of gratitude. First, there is the deservedness 
factor. Say you do a favor for your neighbor, picking up his mail when 
he is out of town. A month later he does a favor for you, giving you a 
ride to the airport. You are grateful for his help, but not 

overwhelmingly so. You feel by doing a favor for him, you deserved his help to some degree. 
Second, there is the generosity factor. Say you do that favor for your neighbor, picking up his 
mail when he is out of town. When he gets back, he gives you a hundred-dollar bill. You’re 
stunned. “I can’t accept. This is too generous.” Apply this to God. Consider the deservedness 
factor. What does God owe us? How deserving are we of his blessing? Consider the generosity 
factor. What has he done for us? What blessings has he given us now? What blessings has he 
promised us in eternity? As Jesus increases our faith, so that we accurately answer all those 
questions, we become more than grateful. We overflow with gratitude.
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 of the blue hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 607 Ten Thousand Reasons
Please join to sing the refrain.

10:30 – Baptism of Ashlyn Ellen Johnson CW 151
Following the Rite of Baptism, the service continues with Glory Be to God on page 5 of the service folder.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed 
from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 8:15–22
After God saved his family from the flood, Noah showed gratitude to God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 111A LORD, I Must Praise You
Please join to sing the second and third verses.
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Text: Jaroslav Vajda. Text: © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. 
Tune: © 2021 G. A. Hennig, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 9:10–15
Our gratitude to God will naturally include a willingness to be generous with others.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 105:1

Pastor sings:
Give praise to the LORD, pro- / claim his name; 
make known among the nations what / he has done.
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 17:11–19
One out of ten healed men showed gratitude to Jesus.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 624 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

10:30 – Reception of New Member: Tom Blaes
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Prayer of the Church
Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things. You have provided green forests and refreshing 
streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and rest.
Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.
 
Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. 
Thank you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors 
and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more pleasant.
Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys 
of human friendships.
 
Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and 
highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us.
Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and 
laughter.

Thank you for the healing you bring when we are sick, the protection you send when we are in 
danger, and the comfort you offer when we are sad. Lead us to be thankful as we believe that 
in all things you work for the good of those who love you. 
Thank you for those who help and encourage us in difficult times.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer
 
Most of all, we thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and 
sacraments, for his giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and 
offerings as our sacrifice of praise.
Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Encouraging and Strengthening Our Youth
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Hymn 505 For the Beauty of the Earth

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Please remain standing for the closing hymn

Hymn 597 Now Thank We All Our God

grate
ful

thank
ful

bless
ed
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 

1. In Luke 17:14 Jesus commanded the 10 lepers who had pleaded for mercy to go and show 
themselves to the priests. That’s exactly what they did. Yet in verses 17-19 Jesus seems to 
scold them for doing what he said. In what ways can we understand this apparent 
contradiction? What is the root issue Jesus is addressing in this account?

2. Put yourself in Noah’s shoes. If you were to spend 1 year and 10 days in an ark and witness 
complete global devastation, how would you respond? For what reasons did Noah respond 
the way he did? In what ways has God acted for you now which warrants the same 
response from us?

3. Read 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 and create a “flowchart” which outlines what happens after God 
provides and multiplies your seed for sowing (v. 10). After completing your “flowchart,” 
what take-aways do you have from seeing the big picture outlined in these verses?

4. Make a list of adjectives that describe God’s generosity from each of these readings. Then, 
make a list of adjectives that describe faith’s response of gratitude. Find a way to keep 
these lists (especially the first) in front of you on a daily basis.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Birth Control and Fertility

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Guest Organist Today
Leonard Proeber, Pastor Proeber's father, served as our organist for today's 
worship services. Since retiring from teaching in 2021, he has continued to 
play organ regularly for congregations near his home in Saginaw, Michigan. 
We thank him for using his talents to lead us in beautiful songs of worship!

Book Fair Open to All Oct. 9 | 9:15-10:15 PM

The school book fair is open to all this Sunday from 9:15-10:15 am. You can also shop online 
through Oct. 16 at https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stpaulswr. Your purchases help our school, 
so shop for yourself or get some Christmas shopping done early.

Choir Practice Set to Begin Oct. 11 | 4:30 PM 

Our church choir will start practices on Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 4:30 pm. New voices are welcome. 
Come to the balcony to sing praises to God.

Voters’ Meeting Oct. 18 | 6:30 PM

Our next quarterly Voters' Meeting is coming up on October 18 at 6:30 pm. While the calendar 
had originally noted that there would also be a Call Meeting at that same time, that has now 
changed due to a number of circumstances. Rest assured, there will still be a Call Meeting in the 
near future. Watch and listen for announcements as to when that will take place.

It’s A Rough World Out There Oct. 23 | 5:45-8:30 PM

Our teens need the strength and encouragement they receive from the Lord and from one 
another. At WELS Youth Night, they will experience an inspiring evening of games, music, 
prayer, Bible message, small group discussion, and fun with other high school students - public, 
private, and home school. The goal is for teens to see that they are not alone and to enjoy the 
faith they share with others. The first WELS Youth Night is coming to our area on Sunday, 
October 23, 2022 from 5:45-8:30 pm at Northland Lutheran High School. This event is free and 
students are encouraged to invite a friend! Pizza will be provided. 
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Trunk-or-Treat Coming Soon Oct. 31 | 4:30-6:30 PM

Hundreds of children visit our parking lot each Halloween to get treats, play games, and have 
fun. This event gives our church exposure in the community, shows community members that 
we are friendly folks, and even gives us a chance to share the Gospel with some. 

How can you help? The more cars we have in our parking lot, the more 
likely families are to stop.  Some of our “trunkers” go all out by dressing 
in costumes, decorating their vehicles, and/or having a game for the kids 
to play to “earn” their candy. But that is not necessary; just being there 
with a bowlful of candy is fine.  To volunteer, please sign up at the 
Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. If you can’t volunteer, donations 
of candy are appreciated; we don’t want to run out.

Pie Making Continues Oct. 13 | 1:30 PM  

Any apple or pie pumpkin donations should be brought to the kitchen by this Thursday, October 
13.  This is also the last scheduled date of our apple pie making sessions. Remember both women 
and men are invited to help. We again will meet in the cafeteria at 1:30 pm. Following the pie 
making, apple peelers and pie assemblers are invited to stay for a light supper.  Then at 6:30 pm, 
Willing Workers will be holding their monthly meeting. 

A couple of notes: We have been abundantly blessed with apples. No more donations are 
needed. Also, October 13 is also the due date for your orders of 3 or more pies sold at $12 each. 
Please call the office with your order. Thank you. 

Scrip Users Earn Tuition  
In September, our St. Paul’s school families earned a total of $320.35 toward their tuition bills 
just by using scrip to pay for their regular purchases. Scrip can be purchased as physical gift 
cards, printable ecards, or kept in a scrip wallet on your phone. Use scrip to buy groceries, gas, 
restaurant meals, clothing, home improvement supplies, and more. Setting up an online account 
allows you to purchase scrip whenever you need it. To view all brands and see how much you 
can earn, visit RaiseRight.com. Our scrip coordinator, Deb Dewilde, would be happy to help you 
set up an account and place your first order. Just contact her at StPaulsScripWR@gmail.com or 
715-569-4018. (To earn tuition for Northland Lutheran High School use the NLHS scrip program. 
Learn more at NLHS.org/scrip.)

You can multiply your earnings! Enlist grandparents, other relatives, and special friends to 
purchase scrip and designate that their earnings go to your family’s tuition account. 

No St. Paul’s students in your family? You can designate your earning go to the general fund 
to pay for books, supplies, and teachers’ salaries. There is no extra cost to you; you pay $50 for a 
$50 card that you use to purchase $50 in goods. Last month, $859.83 went to the general fund 
through the scrip program.
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Update on New Audio Mixer
Our new audio mixer has arrived and is being set up to work with our sound system. Larry Klish 
plans to install it on October 19, so it is ready for the services on the 23.  If anyone would like to 
view it and possibly learn to use it, Larry be available between services on October 23 to 
demonstrate it to you. This new equipment was paid for with a recent estate gift. 

Be a Wildcat for a Day Oct. 21

7th & 8th grade students are invited to experience a typical day at Northland Lutheran High 
School on Friday, Oct. 21. Why not check out this Christian option for high school?  If interested, 
please contact NLHS at 715-359-3400.

Fall Concerts at NLHS
Northland Lutheran High School will hold their fall band and choir concert next Sunday, 
October 16 at 3:00 pm. Everyone is invited.  A couple of teens from our church will be in this 
concert. Come hear how they put their God-given talents to work.

The Martin Luther College choir hold a brief concert at Northland Lutheran High School on 
Wednesday, October 19 at 1:00 pm.  Anyone is welcome attend.

Give While You Shop Amazon
Did you know that Amazon has an alternate site called Smile.Amazon.com? It has the same 
products and pricing as the regular Amazon site, but when you shop the Smile site a portion of 
your purchase goes to charity.  St. Paul’s recently received a quarterly distribution of $64.84 from 
this program. Thank you to all Smile users. It is easy to participate, just do a one-time set up to 
designate our church to receive your gifts. To easily locate the correct St. Paul’s Lutheran (there 
are many), use the link on our website under the give tab, stpaulswr.org/give. 

Special Prayers This Week:
 50th wedding anniversary of John & Sara Batzer 
 Baptism of Ashlyn Ellen Johnson, daughter of Chris & Melissa Johnson
 New member Tom Blaes
 Thanksgiving for healing and restoration of Jim Henkel’s vision.
 A community member’s friend is recovering from brain surgery 
 Dorothy Ubinger appears to be near death
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Calendar October 9-16

Sunday          8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM School Book Fair open
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:30 PM Pie Making Session in the cafeteria
4:30 PM Home Volleyball Game in the gym
6:30 PM Willing Workers Meeting in the cafeteria

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
3:00 PM Fall Concert at NLHS

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  197

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 248,705
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 183,826

Upcoming Events
Oct. 15 ~ Grade School Volleyball Tournament
            at Northland Lutheran High School
Oct. 18 ~ Voters’ and Call Meetings
Oct. 19 ~ MLC Choir Concert at NLHS
Oct. 23 ~ WELS Youth Night at NLHS
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


